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Synopsis

Some periods in history are best illuminated by the stories of the people who lived through them.
This is one such story ? the bizarre but true account of Peter Hui, a man involved with scandal,
corruption, drugs, pirates, triads and colonial high society; who collaborated with the Japanese,
spied on the Communists and fought with American servicemen on R&R; who really did, for a short

time, own all the opium in Hong Kong.
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Customer Reviews

A recitation of an old man’s entertaining reminiscences of mid-20th century Hong Kong that must be

taken with a pinch of salt.

Interesting perspective on the history of the forties and fifties. Good read. This is Highly

recommended for any age over 18.

As the political and social events in Hong and China unfold through a period of great world conflict



and change Peter Hui a self proclaimed Kung Fu master and playboy spins his life story much like
testimony. As with most testimony the story is largely self-serving. His prowess both with Kung Fu
And with women may verge on fantasy but it is entertaining. | found myself longing for the author’s
intervention if just for a momentary historic and objective narrative. | am interested in these periods
in history and particularly the contrast between Guangzhou and Hong Kong. The story is
tantalizingly close to providing some unique and insightful perspective on the events of the
Japanese occupation and the communist take over. But ultimately the narrative is a bit myopic and
could benefit from the author’s research of the history and cultural background. Nonetheless there is

much to gather from Mr. Hui’s personal perspective.

Jonathan Chamberlain has done history a great favour; filling in what for many a keen observer is a
void in Hong Kong’s not-so-distant past.In KING HUI, he preserves from the sands of time a story
like no other; one that weaves its way through the Fragrant Harbour’s colourful colonial heritage; a
rich tapestry as depicted by an aging "Peter’ Hui, a man that at one time owned all the opium in
Hong Kong. ". . . Scandal and corruption, drugs and pirates, triads and flower boats; the Japanese
occupation of Hong Kong and the Communist takeover of Canton. Peter Hui was there. He knew
everybody and saw everything. This is the real story of Hong Kong, told with the rich flavours of the
street . . ."How true the backcover blurb! But this story is so much more. It's an invitation into the
psyche of the Chinese mind. It's where East accommodates West, then fellow East, then West
again. It’s a rare insight into Hong Kong’s idiosyncratic culture and meteoric rise to become the
trading capital of the world, as told, rather refreshingly, from the straight-talking perspective of a
local witness and without an Orientalist agenda.lt’s the story of Peter Hui - revered kung fu fighter,
slickly dressed entrepreneur, handsome womaniser, gambler, drinker; friend of the rich, the famous,
the powerful . . . as well as the destitute, the deviant and the downright dangerous. But most of all
it's a touching story, told with candour and flavoured with nostalgia, from the heart of an endearing
old man; one who no doubt realises he is not long left for this world and has a tale he believes
shouldtobetold.. .. .. and when you’re compelled to read the last page of this book again and
again as | was, head spinning with thoughts and emotions brought to bear by the life of someone
you’ve never even met, you fully appreciate why Jonathan Chamberlain is best placed to tell
it.*Chris Thrall is the author of the true story: "Eating Smoke: One Man’s Descent into Drug
Psychosis in Hong Kong’s Triad Heartland"
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